


Executive Summary
CSBG Tribal Plan and Application — FY2027–FY2028
	Program
	Community Services Block Grant (CSBG) Tribal Plan and Application

	Funding agency
	ACF / Office of Community Services

	Period of performance
	October 1, 2026 – September 30, 2028 (FY2027–FY2028)

	Applicant
	South Puget Intertribal Planning Agency (SPIPA), on behalf of Chehalis, Nisqually, Shoalwater Bay, Skokomish, and Squaxin Island Tribes



Recommendation
SPIPA recommends submitting the CSBG Tribal Plan and Application for FY2027–FY2028 as lead applicant on behalf of the five consortium Tribes. This is a continuation of long-standing CSBG programming, funded by formula, and delivered by each Tribe through its own Family or Social Services Department. No new model is being proposed.
Why this matters to Tribes
CSBG is one of the most flexible funding streams SPIPA administers. Each Tribe decides how its share is spent — emergency rent, utilities, food, transportation, Elder support, youth programming, or other anti-poverty work that fits the community. The arrangement supports self-determination: Tribes set the priorities; SPIPA handles the federal paperwork and fiscal compliance. This complements 477 and other Tribal programs rather than competing with them.
Funding picture
CSBG is a formula grant. The amount is set by ACF based on the statutory formula and is not guaranteed until awarded. Recent SPIPA CSBG allotments are useful planning reference points only:
1. [Insert FY2025 allotment — confirm with Fiscal]
1. [Insert FY2024 allotment — confirm with Fiscal]
1. [Insert FY2023 allotment — confirm with Fiscal]
Past amounts are not forecasts. The actual FY2027 and FY2028 amounts will be set by ACF.
Why SPIPA is positioned to do this
SPIPA has administered CSBG for the consortium Tribes for decades. The infrastructure is in place: MOAs with each Tribe, a centralized Fiscal Services Department, a Family and Community Resources Programs Manager who coordinates directly with Tribal staff, and an approved lower indirect rate that keeps more of the award in program services. Single Audit and federal compliance are current.
Application lift
Standard ACF Tribal Plan submission. The application is moderate in size — eight sections, narrative caps of 5,000 characters each, and a short set of attachments (Tribal resolutions, SPIPA Board resolution, Single Audit). The biggest lift is not the form; it is the upfront consultation with all five Tribes and collecting one Tribal Council resolution from each covering the full two-year plan period. Nothing about this application path is unusual for SPIPA.
Why it has value beyond one year
ACF allows a two-year CSBG Tribal Plan. Submitting a two-year plan covers FY2027 and FY2028 with a single application, a single round of Tribal resolutions, and a single Board action. Annual reporting still applies, but the planning and approval cycle is cut roughly in half over the two-year period.
What leadership needs to decide
Before SPIPA submits, the following need to be completed:
1. Consultation with all five consortium Tribes, including the opportunity for any Tribe to request no-compete.
1. A Tribal Council resolution from each participating Tribe authorizing SPIPA to apply for and administer CSBG funds on the Tribe's behalf for 10/1/2026–9/30/2028.
1. Fiscal Services written budget approval.
1. Leadership Team review of the full application package.
1. SPIPA Board resolution authorizing submission.
If any Tribe requests no-compete, the application does not move forward. If any Tribe declines or does not respond, SPIPA reconfirms whether a viable application exists with the remaining Tribes and brings that back to leadership before submitting.
Bottom line
CSBG continues to be a well-fit, low-risk, high-value funding stream for the consortium Tribes. SPIPA recommends proceeding with the FY2027–FY2028 Tribal Plan, subject to Tribal consultation, Tribal resolutions, Fiscal approval, Leadership Team review, and Board resolution.
Disclaimers
Prepared by SPIPA staff as a planning and communication tool. Funding amounts referenced are historical and are not guaranteed award amounts. After funding and prior to implementation, each participating Tribe and SPIPA will execute a Memorandum of Agreement.
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